MfPir 

,'^i//  y/*t 

A/fcy  ft&  Afya+**  * 

'f/ir»-'  ~*/if<t6f  *f*~* 


W 


c***, 


^Cl  6^6%, 

/brntf. 


tUtCCL**' 


f*V 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BILLINGE. 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1895. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  rule,  I have  to  present  you  with  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  Work  of  the  year  1895.  Dr.  Molyneux,  your  late  Medical  Officer,  died  in  March  last,  but  the 
present  report  contains  the  woik  of  the  whole  year  : — 

Infectious  Disease. — During  the  year,  29  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  and  in  only  one 
of  the  cases  did  death  occur,  and  that  was  from  diptheria.  This  case  occurred  in  Winstanlev,  and  two 
other  isolated  cases  of  the  same  disease  occurred  about  the  same  time  ; in  no  case  could  any  origin  be 
traced,  and  each  case  received  a different  milk  supply.  One  other  death  occurred  from  measles,  but  this 
disease  does  not  require  to  be  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  occurred  throughout  the  year  in  11  cases  : — 

Billinge-Chapel-End  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Billinge-Higher-End  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Winstanley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

11 

Most  of  the  cases  occurred  between  February  and  May,  and  were  in  only  six  different  houses  in  widely 
separated  places  ; so,  with  careful  attention  as  regards  not  attending  school,  and  with  what  means  of  dis- 
infection we  have,  the  disease  was  prevented  from  spreading. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Five  cases  occurred  during  the  year  : — 

Billinge  Chapel-End  ...  ...  ...  3 

Billinge-Higher-End  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Winstanley  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5 

One  case  certainly  was  imported  from  Eccleston,  as  the  man  had  fever  two  days,  and  was  attended  by  a 
doctor,  before  he  was  brought  to  Billinge.  Another  case  had  its  origin  in  Pemberton,  and  in  only  one  of 
the  five  cases  was  the  cause  not  traced. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Four  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  Three  cases  were  in  a distance  of  300 
yards  in  eleven  days  Here  spe'Cciy' measures  were  taken,  and  the  midwife  who  attended  all  the  cases  was 
ordered  to  cease  attending  any  woman  for  two  months,  the  result  being  that  no  further  case  occurred. 

Erysipelas. — Five  scattered  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Measles. — During  the  month  of  June  a severe  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  at  Billinge  Schools.  In 
one  day  207  scholars  were  absent  out  of  432,  and  although  all  these  did  not  have  measles,  I should  think 
80  or  90  per  cent,  were  affected.  Had  it  not  been  that  the  holidays  commenced  the  day  but  one  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Council,  the  school  would  undoubtedly  have  been  closed.  As  previously  stated,  only  one 
death  was  recorded,  and  the  disease  rapidly  died  out. 

Billinge  has  no  Isolation  Hospital  or  apparatus  for  proper  disinfection,  neither  can  it  get  any  of  its 
infectious  cases  taken  by  any  of  the  Infectious  Hospitals  around,  although  the  Council  has  offered  to  pay 
for  their  reception,  and  five  authorities  at  least  have  been  written  to  without  effect.  I hope  the  Council 
will  remember  its  responsibility  in  this  matter,  and  will  take  into  its  consideration — 

1st, — The  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

2nd, — A proper  disinfecting  Apparatus. 

Should  a serious  epidemic  of  any  infectious  disease  arise,  it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  deal  with  it 
properly  and  prevent  spread,  unless  something  such  as  I have  advised  is  done. 


Deaths.— Out  of  83  deaths  during  the  year,  30  occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age.  This 
large  proportion  I attribute  largely  to  improper  feeding,  children  in  many  cases  being  given  food  which  it 
is  practically  impossible  for  them  to  digest,  and  until  this  matter  is  more  fully  recognised  by  the  public,  a 
large  amount  of  deaths  must  occur  annually  from  this  cause. 

To  show  this  point  more  forcibly,  35  children  died  under  five  years,  of  which  30  died  under  one  year. 

Out  of  the  35  that  died  under  five  years,  three  died  from  diarrhoea,  and  eight  from  bronchitis  or 
pneumonia. 

The  largest  cause  of  death  for  all  ages  is  from  pulmonary  affections.  These  number  22,  and  constitute 
a quarter  of  the  total  deaths.  Three  deaths  occurred  from  phthisis,  six  from  heart  disease,  and  four  from 
accidents. 


During  the  year  a large  nnmber  of  ashpits  have  been  condemned  and  new  ones  erected ; also,  in  many 
cases,  privies  have  been  re-erected,  and,  where  required,  additional  ones  made  by  order  of  the  Council. 
This  work  still  wants  continuing,  as  until  these  matters  are  attended  to  the  district  will  never  be  free  from 
the  liability  to  disease.  Considering  the  ashpits  of  the  district  are  emptied  nearly  in  every  case  by  farmers 
at  no  expense  to  the  Council,  I think  there  is  little  complaint  to  be  made,  although  they  should  be  emptied, 
if  possible,  early  in  the  morning,  and  not  during  the  day. 

In  many  cases  sewers  have  been  cleaned  out,  and  broken  traps  to  drains  renewed.  Thirty-two  notices 
have  been  served  by  the  Nuisance  Inspector  during  the  year,  and  in  no  case  has  legal  proceedings  been 
necessary.  A large  amount  of  work — in  the  way  of  cleaning  drains,  making  connections  to  sewers,  lime 
washing  houses,  &c. — has  been  done  privately,  at  the  request  of  the  Council,  without  serving  notices. 

During  the  year  two  suspicious  wells,  the  waters  of  which  were  analysed,  were  ordered  to  be  closed. 
These  were  the  Birchley  Rant  Well  and  the  well  at  Heaton’s  Farm. 


In  April  last  I brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Council  the  state  the  footpath  at  the  Rant  was  in.  It 
is  always  covered  by  all  kinds  of  refuse,  including  ashes  and  excrement,  and  is  practically  in  a state 
impossible  to  walk  on  for  a distance  of  150  yards.  The  Council  then  decided  that  four  or  five  ashpits 
should  be  built  behind  the  houses,  and,  in  fact,  plans  were  put  before  them  and  passed.  However,  nothing 
has  been  done. 


Until  these  are  made  it  is  impossible  to  overcome  the  nuisance,  and  the  fact  that  the  path  is  at  times 
cleared  by  the  Council  does  not  in  the  least  remove  the  nuisance.  I hope  this  matter  will  be  attended  to 
at  an  early  date,  as  it  has  been  a source  of  worry  for  years. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouse  have  been  inspected,  and  are  in  a sanitary  condition. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  derived  from  the  neighbour!)/  vl  of  Billinge  Hill,  and  is  stored 
principally  in  old  quarry  workings.  The  storage  room,  however,  is  hard!  Sufficient,  and  the  Council  have 
under  their  consideration  the  making  of  a small  reservoir  for  additional  si  oikge  purposes. 

In  quantity  the  water  is  plentiful. 


The  work  of  the  Nuisance  Inspector  has  been  efficiently  carried  out. 


1895. 

1894. 

Birth  Rate 

...  41-25 

39-5 

Death  Rate 

...  20-75 

180 

Zymotic  Rate 

•5 

3.0 
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